
From Fr. Melvin:  In this column, I return for the 2nd part of our visitation of the Cathedral Archbasilica of the 
Holy Savior and Sts. John the Evangelist and the Baptist in the Lateran.  This basilica serves as the cathedra or the 
seat of the pope’s authority as Bishop of Rome, that is to say, Pope Francis.  From my perspective, just admiring the de-
tail of these Apostles only intensifies the spiritual drive and call these men took to heart and mission.  The two prints I 
share reveal a story about the Apostles underscored by their bold objective to succeed never losing sight of God’s pres-
ence and just how the Holy Spirit enabled them to travel great distances, preach the Word, and baptize the many to come 
forward.  Facing the perils of severe weather and 2 fires (the second one in 1361 destroyed the roof), the basilica en-
dured these tempests as restoration, repair, and remodeling provided strength to its basic structure and on the watchful 
care of succeeding popes.  From my Sabbatical text, Procedamus in Pace, we find that Gregory XI (1370-1378) provid-
ed for the means of an elaborate Entrance and other exterior work to reveal the beauty of the church as seen from the 
busy streets of Rome. Martin V (1417-1431), whose tomb is located here, “laid the beautiful marble floor in the nave, as 
well as overseeing a general renewal of the whole building” (pg. 18).   

 

What is so breathtaking in this basilica are the larger than life statues of the 12 Apostles including St. Paul arranged 
from each side of the nave; his name is etched below the statue.  Completed in the 1700’s, the Stations of the Cross are 
noticeably detailed above each apostle. Beginning with the Apostle St. Thomas, one notices the intricate detail of Jesus 
who seemingly has suffered one of his 3 falls.  Below, the impressive statue of St. Thomas seems to reveal a strong pres-
ence of his commissioned call and journey.  Upon closer inspection, one notices the index finger as if to signify of point-
ing the way of faith as he was taught from Jesus.  Believably, the belief of Thomas becomes the highest accounting of 
identifying our Lord when he says “My Lord and My God!” from the Scriptural passage of JOHN 20.  In this account of 
witness, Jesus permitted Thomas to “Put you finger here and see my hands…”  In another photo of an apostle, John the 
Evangelist is an impressive figure with his logo connection being an eagle shown near his feet.  He was not martyred, 
lived the longest of the Apostles, and died near the end of the 1st century.  From his face, truly he sought divine interven-
tion and recognizably appears to stretch his eyes heavenward.  A deeply reflective man, he was beloved and trusted by 
Jesus.   



In my third photo, the ornate ceiling in golden de-
cor speaks for itself and your reflection as you ob-
serve the intricate detail of a predominately gold 
color.  The detail above is exquisite indeed, bearing 
the coat of arms of 3 popes who contributed to its 
construction and renovation (19).  Although the 
names were not given in my text, the 2 popes who 
shared much in renovation were Gregory IX and 
Martin V whose tomb appeared in my last column 
on the basilica; one could say their names are 
etched in stone here 

 

In the final photo, we see the beautiful layout of 
the Chapel of Clement VIII (1592-1605) where 
Masses may be held, especially on weekdays.  By 
its own impressive admission, I simply let you 
take it in as if praying here.  The Tabernacle is 
surrounded by a marbled set of columns under a 
white throne overlooked by an angel.  Further 
above is an inlaid feature of the Last Supper in 
shiny gold.  In summary of what see in history an-
ywhere, God is always with his Church and we 
are his own in the Church. 


